
Reproducible by purchaser only. © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. cphfaithcourses.com

SeSSion one: Paul iS new, but the miSSion iS not

actS 13:1–43central FocuS

As the account of Paul’s journeys begins 
in Acts, Paul is still fairly “new” to the 
Christian Church and to its missionary 
work. The mission of Christ to seek and 
save the lost was not new, however, and 
it does not get old for the church today.

objectiveS

That participants, led by the Holy Spirit 
working through God’s Word, will

1.  tell the first part of the story of 
Paul’s first missionary journey;

2.  explain why it is important that 
those who proclaim the Gospel say 
the same thing; and

3.  want to learn more about Paul’s 
missionary journeys. 

oPening Prayer

Lord God, who long ago sent Your 
Church and her pastors to tell the Good 
News of salvation in Christ, make us 
faithful here and now. Give us courage 
before the world, submission to Your 
Word, and salvation for our sin-sick 
selves so that, with one voice, we may 
declare Your excellencies for having 
called us out of darkness into Your 
marvelous light. We ask this in Jesus’ 
name. Amen.

QueStionS

1.  Why is it important for the church to 
be unselfish with her servants? 

2.  Why do you think Mark left? Is 
there anything similar in the church 
today? 

3.  Why should the church take pains 
to keep her Gospel proclamation 
biblical? 

4.  What was the heart of Paul’s Gospel 
proclamation?  
(Compare 1 Corinthians 15:2–4.) 

5.  Paul was new, but the Gospel 
he preached was not. Why is it 
important that those speaking the 
Gospel say the same thing? (Hint: 
Remember the previous questions 
in this session and your answers.)
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QueStionS

1. Why is it important for the church to be unselfish with her servants?
 
  These servants all represent the same Lord. Although no two have the same 

talents, not one of them brings more of Christ to people than another. Jesus 
continues to do and teach through all of those who proclaim His Word faithfully. 
Selfishly holding on to faithful proclaimers can limit the spread of the Gospel. 
 

2. Why do you think Mark left? Is there anything similar in the church today? 

  Answers will vary. Mark may have left due to a failure of nerve, an objection to 
the preaching of free grace, distress that Barnabas was upstaged by Paul, or 
a combination of these reasons. Today in the church, courage can still fail, free 
grace can still be compromised, and personal loyalties or preferences can still 
get in the way of the Gospel’s proclamation. Specific examples may be given. 

3. Why should the church take pains to keep her Gospel proclamation biblical? 

  Since the Bible is God’s Word, given for the sake of the Gospel, it provides us 
the standard by which to assess the faithfulness of any attempt to proclaim 
the Gospel. Unlike us, Paul had seen the risen Christ. Still, he did not hesitate 
to preach in terms of what was known from Scripture. The Good News he 
proclaimed was truly God’s Good News.  

4.  What was the heart of Paul’s Gospel proclamation?  
(Compare 1 Corinthians 15:2–4.) 

  As the heart of his Gospel message, Paul proclaimed Christ’s death and 
resurrection and salvation through Christ and His justification—all based on 
Scripture.  

Challenge Question:  
  Before you ask the concluding question below, summarize Paul’s travels, as 

noted in this session. Tell where Paul went and what happened there. Try to say 
as much as possible from memory. If necessary, use a map or the titles of the 
segments as reminders. If you are in a group, help one another!
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QueStionS

5.  Paul was new, but the Gospel he preached was not. Why is it important that those 
speaking the Gospel say the same thing? (Hint: Remember the previous questions 
in this session and your answers.) 

  It would have been terrible if Paul had joined in the mission saying something 
essentially different from what the rest of the apostolic Church was saying. The 
genuine Good News tells of the one crucified and risen Christ, and it comes 
from the one Scripture given by God. This message should not be upstaged or 
be clouded by either the personal thoughts and feelings of those who proclaim 
it (as, perhaps, with Mark) or by the selfish desires of those who hear it (as, 
thankfully, was not the case with the launching church at Antioch of Syria). Paul 
preached the Savior promised in the Old Testament, who had already been 
proclaimed by the time the missionary journeys began in Acts 13. Paul was new, 
but Christ’s mission to seek and save the lost was not new, nor does it get old 
today.
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