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SeSSion one: Paul iS new, but the miSSion iS not

actS 13:1–43central FocuS

As the account of Paul’s journeys begins 
in Acts, Paul is still fairly “new” to the 
Christian Church and to its missionary 
work. The mission of Christ to seek and 
save the lost was not new, however, and 
it does not get old for the church today.

objectiveS

That participants, led by the Holy Spirit 
working through God’s Word, will

1.  tell the first part of the story of 
Paul’s first missionary journey;

2.  explain why it is important that 
those who proclaim the Gospel say 
the same thing; and

3.  want to learn more about Paul’s 
missionary journeys. 

oPening Prayer

Lord God, who long ago sent Your 
Church and her pastors to tell the Good 
News of salvation in Christ, make us 
faithful here and now. Give us courage 
before the world, submission to Your 
Word, and salvation for our sin-sick 
selves so that, with one voice, we may 
declare Your excellencies for having 
called us out of darkness into Your 
marvelous light. We ask this in Jesus’ 
name. Amen.

QueStionS

1.  Why is it important for the church to 
be unselfish with her servants? 

2.  Why do you think Mark left? Is 
there anything similar in the church 
today? 

3.  Why should the church take pains 
to keep her Gospel proclamation 
biblical? 

4.  What was the heart of Paul’s Gospel 
proclamation?  
(Compare 1 Corinthians 15:2–4.) 

5.  Paul was new, but the Gospel 
he preached was not. Why is it 
important that those speaking the 
Gospel say the same thing? (Hint: 
Remember the previous questions 
in this session and your answers.)
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SeSSion one leader guide: Paul iS new, but the miSSion iS not

actS 13:1–43

QueStionS

1. Why is it important for the church to be unselfish with her servants?
 
  These servants all represent the same Lord. Although no two have the same 

talents, not one of them brings more of Christ to people than another. Jesus 
continues to do and teach through all of those who proclaim His Word faithfully. 
Selfishly holding on to faithful proclaimers can limit the spread of the Gospel. 
 

2. Why do you think Mark left? Is there anything similar in the church today? 

  Answers will vary. Mark may have left due to a failure of nerve, an objection to 
the preaching of free grace, distress that Barnabas was upstaged by Paul, or 
a combination of these reasons. Today in the church, courage can still fail, free 
grace can still be compromised, and personal loyalties or preferences can still 
get in the way of the Gospel’s proclamation. Specific examples may be given. 

3. Why should the church take pains to keep her Gospel proclamation biblical? 

  Since the Bible is God’s Word, given for the sake of the Gospel, it provides us 
the standard by which to assess the faithfulness of any attempt to proclaim 
the Gospel. Unlike us, Paul had seen the risen Christ. Still, he did not hesitate 
to preach in terms of what was known from Scripture. The Good News he 
proclaimed was truly God’s Good News.  

4.  What was the heart of Paul’s Gospel proclamation?  
(Compare 1 Corinthians 15:2–4.) 

  As the heart of his Gospel message, Paul proclaimed Christ’s death and 
resurrection and salvation through Christ and His justification—all based on 
Scripture.  

Challenge Question:  
  Before you ask the concluding question below, summarize Paul’s travels, as 

noted in this session. Tell where Paul went and what happened there. Try to say 
as much as possible from memory. If necessary, use a map or the titles of the 
segments as reminders. If you are in a group, help one another!
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SeSSion one leader guide: Paul iS new, but the miSSion iS not

actS 13:1–43

QueStionS

5.  Paul was new, but the Gospel he preached was not. Why is it important that those 
speaking the Gospel say the same thing? (Hint: Remember the previous questions 
in this session and your answers.) 

  It would have been terrible if Paul had joined in the mission saying something 
essentially different from what the rest of the apostolic Church was saying. The 
genuine Good News tells of the one crucified and risen Christ, and it comes 
from the one Scripture given by God. This message should not be upstaged or 
be clouded by either the personal thoughts and feelings of those who proclaim 
it (as, perhaps, with Mark) or by the selfish desires of those who hear it (as, 
thankfully, was not the case with the launching church at Antioch of Syria). Paul 
preached the Savior promised in the Old Testament, who had already been 
proclaimed by the time the missionary journeys began in Acts 13. Paul was new, 
but Christ’s mission to seek and save the lost was not new, nor does it get old 
today.
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SeSSion two: what haPPenS when the goSPel iS Preached?
actS 13:44–15:41central FocuS

Through His Word, the Lord prepares 
His Church for various eventualities 
when the Gospel is preached.

objectiveS

That participants, led by the Holy Spirit 
working through God’s Word, will

1.  tell the rest of the story of Paul’s first 
missionary journey and tell of the 
events in Acts 15;

2.  recognize significant challenges that 
arise when God’s Word is proclaimed 
today and identify lessons we can 
learn from the Early Church to 
help today’s Christians meet those 
challenges; and

3.  gain increased confidence from 
God’s Word when such challenges 
arise.

oPening Prayer

Father, hallowed be Your name. Cause 
Your Word to be taught among us in its 
truth and purity, and lead us to live holy 
lives according to it. Your kingdom come. 
Give us Your Holy Spirit, so that by Your 
grace we believe Your Holy Word and lead 
godly lives now and in eternity. Your will 
be done. Strengthen and keep us firm in 
Your Word and in faith until we die. We 
pray as Jesus taught us and because of 
Him. Amen.

QueStionS

1.  Do Christians today sometimes 
assume that people will not believe 
in Christ, even before the Good 
News is told? If so, what leads to this 
assumption? 

2.  What misconceptions did 
people at Lystra have when 
Paul and Barnabas came? What 
misconceptions do people bring 
with them when they hear the 
Gospel today? 

3.  Did Paul and Barnabas say anything 
at the Jerusalem Council? If so, 
what? Which speech at the council 
turned out to be decisive, and why? 
Can we learn something from this? 

4.  How did Paul and Barnabas handle 
their difference of opinion in a 
constructive way? 

5.  Think about a big challenge 
that you see when the Gospel is 
preached. Why do you regard it as 
such a great challenge? What help 
can you get from what you have 
learned in this session to address 
this challenge?
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SeSSion two: what haPPenS when the goSPel iS Preached?
actS 13:44–15:41

QueStionS

1.  Do Christians today sometimes assume that people will not believe in Christ, even 
before the Good News is told? If so, what leads to this assumption?

 
  We know that formidable forces are arrayed against the Lord and His Word. 

Forgetting God’s miraculous power to save, we can begin thinking that we are 
to do the converting. We also underestimate the grace of God. For his part, Paul 
neither forgot nor underestimated. He did not assume. 
 

2.  What misconceptions did people at Lystra have when Paul and Barnabas came? 
What misconceptions do people bring with them when they hear the Gospel 
today? 

  Influenced by myth, people took Barnabas and Paul to be Zeus and Hermes, 
respectively. As to current misconceptions, answers will vary. Today, no one may 
mistake the messengers who bring the Gospel for gods. Still, it is important for 
us to be aware of the misconceptions of our day. Such knowledge can be helpful 
when we are telling or clarifying the Good News. 

3.  Did Paul and Barnabas say anything at the Jerusalem Council? If so, what? Which 
speech at the council turned out to be decisive, and why? Can we learn something 
from this? 

  Paul and Barnabas, in effect, gave a mission report: “They related what signs 
and wonders God had done through them among the Gentiles” (Acts 15:12). 
James gave the decisive speech. James was the Lord’s brother, but it was not 
this family relationship that proved so impressive. When James stated the case 
for the inclusion of the Gentiles as Gentiles, he did so with reference to Scripture. 
Scripture must constitute the standard for our statements of the Gospel (as 
emphasized in Peter’s speech). Further, we have to be informed by Scripture as 
we reflect on our own experience of God’s grace, just as the Scriptures cited by 
James guided the council to understand the importance of the report that Paul 
and Barnabas brought. We combat false teaching in the church and teach the 
Gospel on the basis of Scripture alone. 
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SeSSion two: what haPPenS when the goSPel iS Preached?
actS 13:44–15:41

QueStionS

4.  How did Paul and Barnabas handle their difference of opinion in a constructive 
way? 

  Neither gave up on Jesus. They did not begin trying to find doctrinal problems 
with each other, nor did they let their disagreement disrupt the church. And 
both of them kept at their missionary work. 

Challenge Question:  
  Before you ask the concluding question below, summarize Paul’s travels, as 

noted in this session. Tell where Paul went and what happened there. Try to say 
as much as possible from memory. If necessary, use a map or the titles of the 
segments as reminders. If you are in a group, help one another!

5.  Think about a big challenge that you see when the Gospel is preached. Why do 
you regard it as such a great challenge? What help can you get from what you 
have learned in this session to address this challenge? 

  Answers will vary. Several challenges were identified in this session. 
•  If the challenge is that we simply assume people will not believe and so 

we do not speak of Christ, the reality is that by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
God’s gracious Good News works faith as a miracle.

•  If the challenge is to address various misconceptions that people bring 
with them when they hear the Gospel, the example of Paul and Barnabas 
is highly applicable. They used God’s Word, they were persistent, and they 
remembered why the Lord gives His Church pastors. 

•  If the challenge is that false teaching must be combatted, even within the 
sphere of the church, the Scriptures, which are centered on Christ and 
the Gospel, are “profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16). 

•  If the challenge is that conflict arises between Christians, Paul and 
Barnabas again give us a highly applicable example. We can learn from 
the way they handled their difference of opinion.
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SeSSion three: exPect the unexPected

actS 16:1–17:15central FocuS

The Lord remains with His Church to 
bless the proclamation of the Gospel 
when human plans and expectations 
are not realized.

objectiveS

That participants, led by the Holy Spirit 
working through God’s Word, will

1.  tell the first part of the story of 
Paul’s second missionary journey, 
especially noting the things that 
did not go according to plan;

2.  identify blessings that God gave 
and still gives His Church, even 
when the unexpected arises; and

3.  trust the Lord to bless our work, 
even when things do not go 
according to our plans. 

oPening Prayer

Lord God, You have called Your 
servants to ventures of which we 
cannot see the ending, by paths as yet 
untrodden, through perils unknown. 
Give us faith to go out with good 
courage, not knowing where we go but 
only that Your hand is leading us and 
Your love supporting us; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. (LSB, p. 311)

QueStionS

1.  How can even Christians feel when 
their well-considered plans do 
not work out? How does the Lord 
encourage His Church in such 
situations? See Psalm 25:4–5 and 
Ephesians 1:22–23. 

2.  What did not go according to Paul’s 
plan early in the second missionary 
journey? 

3.  What does the story of the young 
woman have to do with the jailer? 
What does it have to do with anyone 
else today? 

4.  What made the Jews in Berea 
“more noble” than those at 
Thessalonica? 

5.  What blessings did God give to 
Paul and his colleagues during this 
phase of their mission work? Which 
of these blessings does He give His 
Church today?
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SeSSion three: exPect the unexPected

actS 16:1–17:15

QueStionS

1.  How can even Christians feel when their well-considered plans do not work out? 
How does the Lord encourage His Church in such situations? See Psalm 25:4–5 and 
Ephesians 1:22–23.

 
  Answers may vary, but expect the mention of feelings such as disappointment, 

frustration, and doubt, even verging on despair. Yet God encourages His Church 
with the Gospel of forgiveness and “no condemnation” in Christ (Romans 8:1). He 
also answers prayer, leading and guiding His people as we attend to His revealed 
truth and use our reason regarding matters on which He has not spoken. There 
may not be a “Macedonian call” for us. Yet He remains in charge for the good of 
His Church. 
 

2. What did not go according to Paul’s plan early in the second missionary journey? 

  Paul had new companions—not Barnabas, but Silas, Timothy, and Luke. He 
did not go, as he wanted, to Ephesus or Bithynia or anywhere in today’s Turkey. 
Instead, the Lord led him to a new destination—European soil, first to the Roman 
colony of Philippi in Macedonia. With few Jews in Philippi, Paul could not start 
his ministry speaking in a synagogue. Even when trouble arose, it was not for 
what Paul said but for what he did: casting a spirit out of a slave girl. Yet in jail, 
after being beaten with rods, Paul and Silas sang hymns at midnight. 

3.  What does the story of the young woman have to do with the jailer? What does it 
have to do with anyone else today? 

  People generally want to remain in the faith the way they think they first entered 
it. The young woman wanted to “go down the aisle again,” even though faith is 
God’s gift through His Word, not something within her power to create or renew 
by going down an aisle. If the jailer thought he did something to bring about 
his faith, he would have been looking to keep it alive in a similar way. He would 
not have received it as a gift. The same problem can come to those who want to 
“make a decision for Jesus” today. People need the life in Christ that God gives as 
a gift, not any supposed salvation that they think they can earn or accomplish.  
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SeSSion three: exPect the unexPected

actS 16:1–17:15

QueStionS

4.  What made the Jews in Berea “more noble” than those at Thessalonica? 

  The evidence of the Berean Jews being “more noble” was their eagerness to hear 
the Gospel from Paul and compare what he said with Scriptures on a daily basis. 
Unlike the Thessalonian Jews, they were not jealous, nor did they let the decrees 
of Caesar rule their consciences before God. Behind all this, of course, the Holy 
Spirit was working through the words of Scripture.  

Challenge Question:  
  Before you ask the concluding question below, summarize Paul’s travels, as 

noted in this session. Tell where Paul went and what happened there. Try to say 
as much as possible from memory. If necessary, use a map or the titles of the 
segments as reminders. If you are in a group, help one another!

5.  What blessings did God give to Paul and his colleagues during this phase of their 
mission work? Which of these blessings does He give His Church today? 

  The Gospel of the crucified and risen Christ repeatedly proved to be God’s 
dynamite-power unto salvation: with Lydia, with the Philippian jailer and his 
family, with some at Thessalonica, and with others at Berea. The church today 
has this same power and blessing. Moreover, God the Father’s protection never 
failed, even though Paul and his companions had no immunity to shameful 
treatment and suffering in this world. Even when matters seemed confusing, the 
Holy Spirit never stopped guiding them. In general, these same blessings come 
to the church today, if not in the same ways they came to Paul. We can trust the 
Lord to bless our work for His kingdom, even when things do not go according 
to our plans.
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SeSSion Four: meet PeoPle where they are–but don’t leave them there!
actS 17:16–18:17central FocuS

“Meet people where they are” comes to 
us as an axiom of good communication. 
Yet, reaching out with the Gospel, the 
church does not leave people in sin and 
death but brings them Christ and life.

objectiveS

That participants, led by the Holy Spirit 
working through God’s Word, will

1.  tell the rest of the story of Paul’s 
second missionary journey;

2.  suggest ways in which the church 
in its Gospel outreach can meet 
people where they are, yet not 
leave them there; and

3.  determine to do just that, in Jesus’ 
name.

oPening Prayer

Lord God, give Your Church Your Holy 
Spirit and the wisdom that comes from 
Him alone. Help us to meet others 
where they are, yet never leave them 
there. Guide us as we reach out. Cause 
us to point to the hatefulness of sin 
in the real lives of people, yet always 
convey the warmth of a loving touch. 
Lead us constantly to direct people 
to Your crucified and risen Son, Jesus, 
who is their Savior and ours. Amen. 

QueStionS

1.  If Paul was not selling out, then 
what was he doing? Why is this 
speech so different from others in 
Acts? 

2.  Is it good for the church today to 
parallel what Paul did in Athens? 
Why or why not? 

3.  Can our difficulties in proclaiming 
the Gospel become ways in which 
the Lord meets us? How does this 
compare with the Lord’s meeting 
Paul where he was? 

4.  How did the Lord take Paul on from 
where he was? Does He treat us 
likewise? 

5.  Considering what you have learned 
in this session, how can we meet 
people where they are, but not leave 
them there?
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SeSSion Four: meet PeoPle where they are–but don’t leave them there!
actS 17:16–18:17

QueStionS

1.  If Paul was not selling out, then what was he doing? Why is this speech so different 
from others in Acts?

 
  In this speech, given not in a “religious” setting but at the Areopagus, Paul tried 

to meet Greek intellectuals where they were. “I have become all things to all 
people, that by all means I might save some” he wrote later (1 Corinthians 9:22). 
However, Paul did not change the message. He simply taught biblical truths in 
a different and understandable way without directly quoting the Bible. Also, it 
should be noted that Paul made this speech to answer a specific question: Was 
he introducing new gods to Athens? The apostle was walking through a door 
that had opened to him. 
 

2.  Is it good for the church today to parallel what Paul did in Athens? Why or why 
not? 

  Paul’s speech does not amount to “how-to” instructions. Still, in several ways, it 
forms a good example for the church today. 

•  Paul knew Scripture and drew upon it. Moreover, Paul evaluated the 
situation in light of Scripture.

•  Paul knew the local culture. He quoted Greek poets, for example, after 
pointing out the altar to the unknown god. 

•  Paul seized attention by using the Athenians’ natural knowledge of God, 
and he pointed out how their making of idols went against even what 
Greek poets had said, based on their natural knowledge of God. 

•  Paul did not shrink from preaching about things he knew the Athenians 
would find hard to hear, such as judgment and resurrection.

 

3.  Can our difficulties in proclaiming the Gospel become ways in which the Lord 
meets us? How does this compare with the Lord’s meeting Paul where he was? 

  As they were for Paul, our difficulties in proclaiming the Gospel can become 
ways for the Lord to meet us where we are. When the Word faces what we 
reckon to be insuperable obstacles, God can remind us of its power, as He did 
when Paul heard of the Thessalonian Church’s faithfulness or when he saw 
converts emerging in unlikely places at Corinth. When we grow fearful, the Lord’s 
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SeSSion Four: meet PeoPle where they are–but don’t leave them there!
actS 17:16–18:17

QueStionS

promise to be with us provides comfort—to us as to Paul. And when people ask 
questions that we have trouble answering, this drives us to God’s Word. Overall, 
our difficulties in proclaiming the Gospel keep us dependent on the Lord and 
His grace. 

4.  How did the Lord take Paul on from where he was? Does He treat us likewise? 

  The Lord did not leave Paul where he was. In addition to points made in the 
answer to the previous question, the Lord also led Paul onward by reminding 
him to believe his theology, that is, the theology he knew from God. The Lord 
could say the same to us. However, He made Paul a specific promise that He has 
not given to us, that “no one will attack you to harm you” (Acts 18:10).  

Challenge Question:  
  Before you ask the concluding question below, summarize Paul’s travels, as 

noted in this session. Tell where Paul went and what happened there. Try to say 
as much as possible from memory. If necessary, use a map or the titles of the 
segments as reminders. If you are in a group, help one another!

5.  Considering what you have learned in this session, how can we meet people where 
they are, but not leave them there? 

• Use the natural knowledge of God that people have.
• Engage. Don’t avoid.
• Use understandable language.
• Know about false beliefs.
•  Recognize that authorities who espouse false beliefs can be quoted to 

good effect when they say something that is true.
• Believe your theology. 
• Don’t compromise the faith. 
•  Remember that, in the Gospel, the Lord also meets us where we are. The 

Good News for others is good for us too.
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SeSSion Five: “big target” StorieS

actS 18:18–19:41central FocuS

As Paul aimed for the “big target” 
on the third missionary journey—
Ephesus— the church today can aim at 
big targets in proclaiming the Gospel.

objectiveS

That participants, led by the Holy Spirit 
working through God’s Word, will

1.  tell the first part of the story of 
Paul’s third missionary journey;

2.  analyze a “big target” for Gospel 
proclamation in light of these 
realities: the devil and idolatry; and

3.  determine to go after “big targets” 
in spreading the Gospel. 

oPening Prayer

Almighty God, You have called Your 
Church to witness that in Christ 
You have reconciled us to Yourself. 
Grant that by Your Holy Spirit we 
may proclaim the Good News of Your 
salvation, so that all who hear it may 
receive the gift of salvation; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. (LSB, 
p. 305)

QueStionS

1.  What made Ephesus a “big target” 
for Paul? Think of a “big target” for 
the Gospel near you. What makes it 
big? 

2.  What tools and traits does the 
church need to meet “big target” 
challenges? What can be learned 
from the Church at Ephesus? 

3.  Recalling the evil one, and all 
the things under his sway in this 
life, would you like to revise your 
answers to the earlier questions in 
this session? If so, how? 

4.  Recalling the nature and power of 
idolatry, how might you revise your 
answer to the earlier questions in 
this session? 

5.  Does idol-worship turn out to be 
the “big target” for the church’s 
proclamation? How so or how not?
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SeSSion Five: “big target” StorieS

actS 18:18–19:41

QueStionS

1.  What made Ephesus a “big target” for Paul? Think of a “big target” for the Gospel 
near you. What makes it big?

 
  Ephesus held great strategic importance for Paul. It was a large, well-located 

city, a center of commerce and communication. It was also known for its temple 
to the false goddess Artemis and for a fascination with the magical arts, or the 
occult. Paul was eager for the Gospel to gain footing in Ephesus, for from there, 
it could go everywhere. Regarding big targets identified by participants, answers 
will vary. It might be interesting to discuss the sort of strategic importance that 
these big targets have. 
 

2.  What tools and traits does the church need to meet “big target” challenges? What 
can be learned from the Church at Ephesus? 

  The church that started at Ephesus had God’s Word, centered on Christ. The 
Church also had Paul, who was sent by the Lord to proclaim the Word. Churches 
today have these “tools”: God’s Word and pastors. The Church at Ephesus 
evidently had a missionary mindset, too, for the Gospel spread out from Ephesus 
through church members. These people probably had traits such as being 
ready, able, and willing to speak the Gospel to people with whom they came into 
contact. 

3.  Recalling the evil one, and all the things under his sway in this life, would you like 
to revise your answers to the earlier questions in this session? If so, how? 

  Participants should recognize that the church never reaches out evangelistically 
in a vacuum, as it were, whatever the target. We wrestle against principalities 
and powers (Ephesians 6:12), not only among those to whom we reach out but 
also within our own hearts and minds. Answers will vary, but an awareness of the 
evil one may well sharpen what was previously said. Above all, do not forget that 
“He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world” (1 John 4:4). 

14



Reproducible by purchaser only. © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. cphfaithcourses.com

SeSSion Five: “big target” StorieS

actS 18:18–19:41

QueStionS

4.  Recalling the nature and power of idolatry, how might you revise your answer to 
the earlier questions in this session? 

  People find ways to serve their idols, and “whatever you set your heart on and 
put your trust in is truly your god” (Large Catechism, First Commandment). 
Contemplating the propensity of sinners—including Christians!—to create idols, 
and above all to idolize themselves, should also sharpen previous answers. 

Challenge Question:  
  Before you ask the concluding question below, summarize Paul’s travels, 

as noted in this session. Tell where Paul went and what happened there, 
particularly in Ephesus. Try to say as much as possible from memory. If 
necessary, use a map or the titles of the segments as reminders. If you are in a 
group, help one another!

5.  Does idol-worship turn out to be the “big target” for the church’s proclamation? 
How so or how not? 

  Since the way human beings relate to the First Commandment serves as a 
major theme throughout Scripture, God’s Word of Law and Gospel especially 
targets idolatry. 

•  Law: Whenever we decline to live by faith in God, we fall back on false 
gods. A way to describe sin quite vividly is to show it as idolatry. We sinners 
enslave ourselves even to good things, making them out to be ultimate 
things. For example, good works have their place, yet Luther observed that 
“the opinion that we are justified by works apart from faith is the source of 
all idolatry” (Luther’s Works, vol. 17, p. 114).

•  Gospel: Freedom from idolatry comes in Christ alone. The First 
Commandment is fulfilled only in faith that receives the forgiveness of 
sins.
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SeSSion Six: through miSSion, the word oF the lord buildS the church

actS 20:1–21:19central FocuS

Paul did not aim simply to speak 
of Christ on the fly with as many 
individuals as possible. Through 
missionary activity, like the bold work 
of Paul, the Word of the Lord builds the 
Church.

objectiveS

That participants, led by the Holy Spirit 
working through God’s Word, will

1.  tell the rest of the story of Paul’s 
third missionary journey;

2.  discuss specific ways in which the 
church was built as the mission was 
carried out through Paul;

3.  apply lessons from this course to 
our life in the church today; and

4.  take encouragement from the 
account of Paul’s journeys as it is 
given in God’s Word.

oPening Prayer

QueStionS

1.  In what ways did the instances of 
charitable works and consecrated 
worship result from mission? How 
might they lead to further mission? 

2.  What did Paul say in his farewell 
speech that can be of help to you 
as you pray for your pastor or for a 
missionary? 

3.  In what ways did Paul’s courage 
come to the fore as the third journey 
was ending? How would his attitude 
have affected you if you were there? 

4.  Which of Paul’s missionary journeys 
most encourages you, and why? 

5.  What do you think is the most 
important thing you have learned in 
this course about 

• Christ and His Gospel?
• building the Church?
• yourself?Almighty and everlasting God, You 

would have all to be saved and 
to come to the knowledge of the 
truth. By Your almighty power and unsearchable wisdom break and hinder all 
the counsels of those who hate Your Word and who, by corrupt teaching, would 
destroy it. Enlighten them with the knowledge of Your glory that they may know 
the riches of Your heavenly grace and, in peace and righteousness, serve You, the 
only true God; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. (LSB, p. 305)
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SeSSion Six: through miSSion, the word oF the lord buildS the church

actS 20:1–21:19

QueStionS

1.  In what ways did the instances of charitable works and consecrated worship result 
from mission? How might they lead to further mission?

 
  The offering for the Church at Jerusalem was a massive charitable work, to be 

sure, but it also served as a token of the fellowship in Christ that the relatively 
new Gentile Christian churches shared with Jewish Christian churches. This God-
given fellowship had the potential to manifest itself through countless instances 
of partnership in the Gospel. With respect to worship, mission work leads to the 
Altar (as it did for Paul and the Christians at Troas) because it has come from the 
Altar, from the Lord who builds His Church through Word and Sacrament. 
 

2.  What did Paul say in his farewell speech that can be of help to you as you pray for 
your pastor or for a missionary? 

  It should be noted that Christians praying for the work of pastors and 
missionaries are praying for the Lord to build His Church through His Word. 
They can pray for pastors and missionaries to be dedicated, energetic, and self-
sacrificing. They can pray for them to be faithful, vigilant, Christ-centered, and 
Christ-like in attitude. 

3.  In what ways did Paul’s courage come to the fore as the third journey was ending? 
How would his attitude have affected you if you were there? 

  Paul’s courage showed at Tyre and again in Caesarea when he received warnings 
about going to Jerusalem. He determined to go anyway because the mission 
Christ had given him was larger in importance to him than his own well-being. 
He did not count his life as precious to himself because he had the security of 
being precious to Christ. Answers will vary as participants try to put themselves 
into the situation, but it should be noted that, through His Word, the Lord puts 
them into His situation. As a follow-up question, ask, How does the example of 
Paul’s courage in Christ affect you today?  
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SeSSion Six: through miSSion, the word oF the lord buildS the church

actS 20:1–21:19

QueStionS

4.  Which of Paul’s missionary journeys most encourages you, and why? 

  Answers will vary. Probe so that participants specify what encourages them, 
rather than just calling out “first,” “second,” or “third.” Note these encouraging 
elements, and trace the relation between them and the Gospel.  

Challenge Question:  
  Before you ask the concluding question below, summarize Paul’s travels, as 

noted in this session. Tell where Paul went and what happened there. Try to say 
as much as possible from memory. If necessary, use a map or the titles of the 
segments as reminders. If you are in a group, help one another!

5.  What do you think is the most important thing you have learned in this course 
about 

• Christ and His Gospel?
• building the Church?
• yourself? 

  Answers will vary. Instead of participants simply ticking off items to make a list, 
engage in discussing items they mention by asking follow-up questions such 
as “Why did you find this important?” or “How might this point help you?” Note 
that “yourself” comes last in the question, not so people end in self-absorption, 
but to enable you to loop back to Christ and the Gospel as the Good News for all 
of us.
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